
MEET
THE CONTRIBUTORS



MEET THE CONTRIBUTORS   1312   PEAR

Brendan I. McQuade
Binghamton University (SUNY)
bmcquad1@binghamton.edu

Brendan McQuade is a fourth year PhD candidate in the Sociology Depart-
ment at the Binghamton University (SUNY). His fields of interest include po-
litical sociology, the sociology of knowledge and the sociology of surveillance. 
Empirically, he focuses on the history of the United States and, in particular, 
its political and diplomatic history. His research interests include counterrevo-
lution on a world scale, counterinsurgency and counterterrorism, US defense 
intellectuals and Homeland Security. He is currently beginning his disserta-
tion research on Homeland Security Intelligence Fusion Centers and the rise 
of intelligence-led policing. He has interned at the National Security Archive 
at George Washington University, where he conducted Freedom of Informa-
tion Act-driven research for the archive’s Iraq Project. He earned his MA in 
Sociology from Binghamton University in 2010 and his BA in liberal arts from 
Hampshire College in 2007.

Ly Nguyen
University of Maryland, College Park
ly@iamly.com

Ly P. Nguyen is a Vietnamese student completing her master’s degree in Pub-
lic Policy with specialization in international development at the University 
of Maryland, College Park. She is the Assistant Director of Girls Excelling in 
Math and Sciences (GEMS), a local nonprofit organization providing after-
school math and sciences education to minority girls in middle school. Prior 
to GEMS, she interned at the Population and Community Development Asso-
ciation in Thailand and worked as a research assistant at the School of Public 
Policy. She has conducted research on policy issues regarding street vendors 
and children with HIV/AIDS in Vietnam. In 2010, she presented at the National 
Conference for Undergraduate Research in Montana and the New York Confer-
ence on Asian Studies in New York. Her primary research interest is in policy 
issues regarding marginalized populations. 

Benjamin Knight 
University or California, Berkeley
knightb@berkeley.edu

Benjamin Knight received his BA in East Asian Studies and International Rela-
tions from Connecticut College in 2004, subsequently teaching in South Korea 
with the support of the Fulbright Foundation. After working as a research as-
sistant at The Heritage Foundation, Benjamin joined the US Navy as a Surface 
Warfare Officer. After four years of service, Benjamin is now pursuing his MA 
in Asian Studies at the University of California, Berkeley. His research interests 
include Japanese politics, foreign policy and international relations in East Asia.

José Guerra Vio
National Chengchi (Politics) University, Taiwan (NCCU)
joseguerravio@gmail.com

José Guerra Vio was born in Spain but raised overseas, mainly in Chile and par-
tially in the USA. Since completing his MA, his studies have focused primarily 
on East Asia. He has spent the last six years living, working and studying in the 
region — mainly in Taiwan and China, but most recently in Korea. His college 
background is in communication, journalism, PR and IR. He holds a master’s 
degree in Contemporary China Studies. As a PhD candidate in the International 
Doctoral Program in Asia-Pacific Studies at National Chengchi (Political) Uni-
versity in Taiwan, his research interests are regionalism and the international 
political economy of East Asia, particularly its governance and institutions. He 
is currently working on his dissertation research in Seoul.
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Adam Cathcart
Pacific Lutheran University 
cathcaaj@plu.edu

Adam Cathcart is an Assistant Professor of History at Pacific Lutheran Univer-
sity in Tacoma, Washington, with research interests in Sino-North Korean rela-
tions, Sino-Japanese relations and European/US cultural exchanges with East 
Asia during the Cold War and beyond. He holds a bachelor’s degree in cello 
performance from the Cleveland Institute of Music and has extensive expe-
rience as a performer of contemporary Chinese music around the world. His 
lectures on musical diplomacy have been presented at the US Department of 
State, the Ricci Institute at the University of San Francisco and the US Consu-
late in Chengdu, PRC. In 2010, his work in Sino-Japanese history was honored 
by China Quarterly with the awarding of the Gordon White Prize. A frequent 
traveler in the North Korean-Chinese border region, Dr. Cathcart writes about 
China and North Korea for The Atlantic, and is the Editor in Chief of the web-
site SinoNK.com.

Susan Menadue-Chun
University of Sydney, Australia
menaduechun@gmail.com

Susan is originally from Sydney, Australia but graduated from Sophia Univer-
sity in Tokyo, Japan in 1981. As an undergraduate she studied in the Depart-
ment of Comparative Culture majoring in Japanese language and culture. In 
2011, she finished the requirements for an MA in Asian Studies at University of 
Sydney and is due to graduate in June 2012. She has worked has an interpreter 
and director of a hospitality-related company in Japan and is interested in using 
her personal experiences with Koreans living in Japan to draw international at-
tention to government discrimination towards zainichi Koreans. Susan’s other 
academic interests include the study of Pan Asian Popular culture and how it 
empowers people to overcome prejudices. She is currently preparing to being 
her PhD at a university in Japan, where she will focus on the lives of teachers 
at chongryun (North Korean) schools. Susan is married to a second-generation 
zainichi Korean and is a mother of four children. 

Joel Campbell
Troy University
joeljapan3@hotmail.com

Joel Campbell is an Associate Professor for the Masters of Science in Interna-
tional Relations program of Troy University (Pacific Region). He specializes in 
East Asian politics and political economy. He has previously taught internation-
al economy and business at Kansai Gaidai University, international politics at 
Miyazaki International College and international political economy at Tohoku
Universuty, all in Japan. His PhD is from Miami University (Ohio).


