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James Pearson
University of Cambridge
james.pearson@nknews.org
James Pearson, BA (London) M.Phil (Cantab), read for a bachelor’s in Chinese 
and Korean at the School of Oriental and African Studies (SOAS), University of 
London, a master’s of philosophy in Oriental Studies at the University of Cam-
bridge and was a student at Beijing Normal University (BNU) in 2008-2009. At 
SOAS, he was awarded the YC Liu prize in Chinese Studies for research that 
detected replicable patterns in the rise and fall of contemporary Chinese nation-
alist sentiment. He is currently based in Seoul where he is the correspondent for 
NK News, a news website covering North Korean affairs. He is also founder and 
editor of koreaBANG, a popular website that translates posts from South Ko-
rean websites into English, and a manager at chinaSMACK, its Shanghai-based 
counterpart. Pearson is due to join Reuters as a Korea correspondent in 2014.

nathan Beauchamp-Mustafaga
London School of economics and Political Science
nathan.beauchamp@gmail.com
Nathan Beauchamp-Mustafaga is currently a master’s student at the London 
School of Economics on a dual-degree master’s program in international af-
IDLUV�ZLWK�3HNLQJ�8QLYHUVLW\��+H�UHFHQWO\�FRPSOHWHG�KLV�¿UVW�PDVWHU¶V�GHJUHH�DW�
Peking University in Beijing last year focusing on Chinese foreign policy and 
&KLQD�1RUWK�.RUHD�UHODWLRQV��+H�ZURWH�KLV�¿UVW�PDVWHU¶V�WKHVLV�RQ�WKH�EXUHDX-
cratic politics of China’s North Korea policy, based on over 40 interviews with 
86�DQG�&KLQHVH�JRYHUQPHQW�RI¿FLDOV��PLOLWDU\�RI¿FHUV��DFDGHPLFV�DQG�MRXUQDO-
ists, including ambassadors and foreign policy advisors from both countries. 
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Jenny Jun
georgetown university
dj79@georgetown.edu
Jenny Jun graduated from Georgetown University School of Foreign Service in 
�����ZLWK�D�EDFKHORU¶V�GHJUHH�LQ�,QWHUQDWLRQDO�3ROLWLFV�DQG�D�FHUWL¿FDWH�LQ�$VLDQ�
Studies. Since graduation, she has worked in the defense and security industry 
IRU�7KH�&KHUWRII�*URXS��D�FRQVXOWLQJ�¿UP�IRXQGHG�E\�WKH�IRUPHU�86�6HFUHWDU\�
of Homeland Security Michael Chertoff. In that capacity, Jenny conducted re-
search on a number of cybersecurity issues regarding cyber espionage and criti-
cal infrastructure protection. She is currently planning a research project with 
the Korea Chair for the Center for Strategic and International Studies (CSIS) on 
the policy implications of North Korea’s cyber warfare capabilities.

James Burt
London School of economics and Political Science
j.burt@alumni.lse.ac.uk
James Burt holds an MSc in International Relations from the London School of 
Economics and Political Science and a BA in International Relations and His-
WRU\��+LV�06F�WKHVLV�LQYHVWLJDWHG�WKH�DEVHQFH�RI�QRQ�:HVWHUQ�,QWHUQDWLRQDO�5H-
lations theories in academia and developed a preliminary theoretical framework 
for a constructivist analysis of North Korea. Throughout his undergraduate and 
post-graduate studies he focused on securitization, foreign policy, international 
society and regional security in East Asia.
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shirley Lee
University of oxford
editor@newfocusintl.com
Shirley Lee holds a degree in Classics and Oriental Studies from the Univer-
sity of Oxford, where she studied the classical literatures of Rome, Greece and 
Persia, and the modern literature of Iran. Lee is a published writer and literary 
translator. She co-translated poems by the ten leading Chinese poets since the 
&XOWXUDO�5HYROXWLRQ�IRU� WKH�$VLD�/LWHUDU\�5HYLHZ��DQG�PDGH� WKH�¿UVW� WUDQVOD-
tions of love poems by Nobel Laureate Liu Xiaobo. These were re-translated 
LQWR�¿IWHHQ�ODQJXDJHV�DQG�KDYH�EHHQ�UHDG�DW�OLWHUDU\�IHVWLYDOV�DFURVV�WKH�ZRUOG�
since 2011. Her translations of poems by ex-DPRK poet laureate Jang Jin-sung 
ZRQ�WKH�5H[�:DUQHU�/LWHUDU\�3UL]H�DW�WKH�8QLYHUVLW\�RI�2[IRUG�DQG�KDYH�EHHQ�
published in the Financial Times and the National Library of Scotland. She is 
currently editor of the English version of the North Korean news site run by 
North Korean defectors, New Focus.

shawn Ho
rajaratnam School of International Studies
shawn.ho.2012@gmail.com
Shawn Ho graduated from the Rajaratnam School of International Studies, Nan-
yang Technological University in Singapore with a Master’s degree in Asian 
Studies. His research interests include the Korean Peninsula and Chinese secu-
rity, politics and history. 

Christopher green
University of Cambridge
christopherkgreen@gmail.com
Christopher Green is the Manager of International Affairs for North Korea news 
and analysis experts for the Daily NK in Seoul, co-editor of Sino-NK and a PhD 
candidate at the University of Cambridge. He is currently researching North 
Korean politics, economics and society, and is part of a funded research project 
investigating North Korean propaganda and foreign policy in the Kim Jong-un 
era.
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Joel R. Campbell
troy University
jrcampbell@troy.edu
Joel R. Campbell is an Associate Professor of International Relations in the 
3DFL¿F�5HJLRQ��-DSDQ�DQG�.RUHD��LQ�WKH�*OREDO�&DPSXV�SURJUDP�RI�7UR\�8QL-
versity. He has taught at Tohoku University, Miyazaki International College and 
Kansai Gaidai University in Japan, as well as three universities in Korea. He has 
published extensively on his principal research interests, the politics and politi-
cal economy of Northeast Asia, along with technology policy and international 
security.

Mycal L. Ford
3DFLÀF�/XWKHUDQ�8QLYHUVLW\
fordml@plu.edu
Mycal L. Ford is a Fulbright Fellow based in Kaohsiung, Taiwan. He is a recent 
3DFL¿F�/XWKHUDQ�8QLYHUVLW\�JUDGXDWH��KDYLQJ�GRXEOHG�PDMRUHG�LQ�&KLQHVH�6WXG-
ies and Political Science (emphasis in International Relations). Ford has con-
tributed op-eds to the Taipei Times and Kinmen Daily. He has traveled to China, 
where he conducted ethnographic research on the Social Construction of Race 
in China via Public Policy. Ford is also is the Media Coordinator for Sino-NK.

Adam Cathcart
Queen’s University Belfast
a.cathcart@qub.ac.uk
Adam Cathcart is presently based in Northern Ireland, where he is Lecturer 
in Asian history at QUB. Cathcart’s research focuses on the Sino-Korean bor-
der region and relations between Beijing and Pyongyang; his related articles 
have appeared in the Journal of Korean Studies, Korean Studies, Review of 
Korean Studies, Acta Koreana, North Korean Review, and the Journal of Cold 
War Studies. Ongoing projects include North Korean ideology, DPRK musical 
diplomacy, and a book with Chuck Kraus about Sino-North Korean relations in 
WKH�HDUO\�&ROG�:DU��,Q�6HSWHPEHU��'U��&DWKFDUW�ZLOO�EH�MRLQLQJ�WKH�8QLYHUVLW\�RI�
Leeds, where he hopes to build on the foundations built by Owen Lattimore and 
Aidan Foster-Carter and recruit graduate students studying East Asia. 
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Peter ward
Korea University
pward89@hotmail.com
3HWHU�:DUG� LV� D� VWXGHQW� RI�.RUHDQ� KLVWRU\� DW�.RUHD�8QLYHUVLW\� LQ� 6HRXO��+H�
previously studied history at the University of Nottingham before he arrived 
in Korea, 3 years ago. He studied Korean from 2010 until the end of 2011 and 
QRZ�LV�UHVHDUFKLQJ�1RUWK�.RUHDQ�KLVWRU\�IRU�KLV�JUDGXDWH�GLVVHUWDWLRQ��:KHQ�QRW�
doing his own research, he serves as research assistant to Andrei Lankov. In ad-
dition to writing for Sino-NK, Peter also writes for NK News and has contributed 
to The Three Wise Monkeys blog.

Ryan d. schomburg
Yonsei University
schomburgryan@gmail.com
Ryan D. Schomburg is a second-year master’s candidate focusing on global 
¿QDQFH�DW�WKH�*UDGXDWH�6FKRRO�RI�,QWHUQDWLRQDO�6WXGLHV��<RQVHL�8QLYHUVLW\� He 
graduated from the Stetson School of Business and Economics, Mercer Uni-
YHUVLW\��86$��ZLWK�D�EDFKHORU¶V�LQ�%XVLQHVV�$GPLQLVWUDWLRQ��:KLOH�DW�0HUFHU�
University he studied abroad at the Baltic Business School in Sweden. Between 
degrees, Ryan spent a year performing service work in Thailand. He is cur-
rently the business manager of the Yonsei Journal of International Studies and 
is working towards becoming a Chartered Financial Analyst. Ryan plans on 
pursuing a career in banking in New York City after graduation.
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Matthew Bates
School of oriental and African Studies
University of London
matthew.v.bates@hotmail.com
0DWWKHZ�%DWHV�LV�D�TXDOL¿HG�DFFRXQWDQW�DQG�UHVHDUFK�DQDO\VW�DW�$PLQH[�3/&��
and Economics and Trade Analyst at Sino-NK. He formerly held interpretation 
and secretarial responsibilities in negotiations with the North Korean national 
oil company when the company had an interest in this area. He studied at the 
School of Oriental and African Studies (SOAS), University of London, for an 
MA in Korean Studies, on a Korea Foundation scholarship, writing his Master’s 
thesis on the intentions underlying North Korea’s 2002 Economic Management 
Measures. At SOAS he also earned a BA in Korean and Comparative Religion, 
during which he spent one year at Korea University in Seoul for intensive Ko-
UHDQ� ODQJXDJH� WUDLQLQJ��+H� LV� FXUUHQWO\� FRPSOHWLQJ� D� VHFUHWDULDO� TXDOL¿FDWLRQ�
and hopes to return to formal academic study soon.


